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Jok Nhial is a testament to how local CFC
charities helped a young man transform his life.
Jok Nhial grew up in Sudan, amidst a war that
would cause him to have to flee his nation —
from Sudan to Kenya, back to Sudan and then
back to Kenya over10 years to seek safety and
an education. He was selected by the U.S.
Government as one of 3,600 “Lost Boys of the
Sudan,” enabling him to come to America.
Tacoma was his destination, a place he only
knew by the name on his plane ticket. A ticket
paid for by the charity Catholic Community Ser-
vices. Upon arrival, CCS took him to another
charity, Tacoma Community House, where he
was taught how to speak English and set up
with a youth summer employment program that
paid students to work at nonprofits. He learned
how to prepare for interviews and fill-out appli-
cations. A job with the Boys & Girls Club of
Puget Sound helping other children was the re-
sult.

A TCH Employment Coordinator continued to
held and at age 18, Jok graduated from Foss
High School. He went on to graduate from Gon-
zaga in 2008 with a double major.
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